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U.S. Denies

Role in Raid

In Nicaragua
By Pete Earley

washingion Post Statf Writer

White House spokesman Larry
Speakes said yesterday that no U.s.
government personnel were n-
volved in Saturday’s rebel attack in
Nicaragua in which two Americans
were killed when their helicopter
was downed by Nicaraguan govern-
ment forces.

An administration official trav-
eling with President Reagan on 2
campaign swing through California
said, “We had absolutely no asso-
ciation with this mission.” Nicara-
gua said Sunday the helicopter and
three airplanes had attacked a mil-
jtary training school 20 miles from
the Honduran border.

The official, who declined to be
named, described the two Ameri-
cans as part of a group of seven
U.S. citizens who had arrived in

Honduras last week and “volun- -

teered” to help U.S.-backed rebels

in their fight to overthrow Nicara-

gua’s ruling Sandinistas.
Nicaraguan Defense Minister

Humberto Ortega said at a Mana-
gua_press conference yesterday
that the identification of the men as
“volunteers” with no U.S. govern-
ment ties was 'a tale nQ one Is go-
ing to believe.” He called them “CIA
mercenaries,” _special _correspon-

dent John Lantigua reported.

The men are believed to be the
first Americans killed in Nicaragua
since Reagan three years ago ap-
proved funding for a “secret war”
against the Sandinistas. Although it
is known that American intelligence
personnel _have_been closely in-
volved in traming ant)-Sandinista
rebels and planning their missions,
administration officials repeatedly
have assured Congress that no U.S.
personnel have been directly in-
volved in the fighting.

“Ben. Daniel Patrick Moynihan
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D-N.Y.), vice chairman of the Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee, said
yesterday that high-level CIA offi-
Gals have told him on several oc-
casiops_since the helicopter was

down Sa that U.S.
government was not involved “ei-
“ther mdirectly or directly.”

T Reached t terda
in said a high-
IcdelA_oﬁTtddhimthereong

“wzs a 2 percent possibility of a
ghitch,” meaning that the U.S. might
have been imvotved without th

WM-
Moynihan said he told the official,

“If there’s been one, it's one hell of

a ghitch,

Neither the CIA nor the State
Department has issued any detailed
offhicial_statement about the mcr
dent, making Moynihan a_principal
sublic source of information. In an-
nouncing the deaths Saturday, the
Sandinistas said three men were
killed when the helicopter was shot
down, They said they believed one
of them was an American because
of his beight and light coloring. -

But yesterday Ortega said that
two of the three dead were Amer-
icans and cited Moynihan as his
source. The Washington Post later
was able to confirm that two of the
men were U.S. citizens.

Moynihan said all of his informa-
tion came from a ranking CIA of-
fical, whom he described as some-
one who “would have to know” what
happened. But, be said, it was pot

dear from his_conversations_with
the CIA official how the U.S. gov-
eqnment knew that a group of “vol-
upteers” had joined the rebels and
why 1t &d not do anything to stop
them.

*That's a question that has to be
answered,” Moynihan said. He
added that he believed the men had
been recruited in New Orleans, pos-
sibly through Soldier of Fortune
magazine, but he said that he did
pot bebieve they were recruited by
the U.S. government.

' Soldier of Fortune, a conserva-
tive Colorado-based publication that
defines itself as a magazine for “pro-

STAT]

fessional adventurers,” has pub-
Bshed a2 number of reports of par-
ticipation by its reporters and sub-
scribers in fighting in  Central
America.

. The U.S. official traveling with
Reagan said the Americans killed in
the crash “had been discouraged” by
eaders of the Nicaraguan Demo-
Jcratic Force, known by its Spanish
;nitials FDN, from undertaking the
‘mission, But, he said, the main reb-
&l leader, Adolfo Calero Portocar-
tero, was not in Central America
when the Americans “talked the
bocal contra [rebel] people into &
mission involving a helicopter with
these three people aboard.”

| NBC News reported that Calero,
who is in Washington, said two men
killed in the crash were Americans

and were working for his arganiza-
tion

. Another spokesman for the Ni-

caraguan Democratic Force, the
principal U.S.-backed rebel group,
&eid in Tegucigalpa that the group
will issue a statement today.

‘ The State Department said yes-
terday that it was still “checking
out” the report of the American
deaths, It said the two dead Amer-
icans had not been identified. Mean-
while, Nicaraguan authorities is-
sued a formal protest to U,S. offi-
clals and said they would deliver the
bodies of the Americans to U.S.
Embassy officials once the bodies
' Congress has refused to continue
funding the “secret war,” and de-
spite the continuation of fighting in
Nicaragua both the Nicaraguan
Democratic Force and the admin-
istration insist that the rebels have
received no U.S. assistance since
May.

, “We still have some knowledge
pver what they are doing,” the of-
ficial said. “We don’t have the kind
of control and we are not able to
exercise restraint as we would like
to.”

. The official said there has been
gn increase m “well-meaning vol-
pnteers” offering their services. “So
we have a situation of the contras
continuing their activities with less
pontrol and Jess restraint,” he
sdded.
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